
Superintendent’s Corner 

August 20, 2018 

Welcome Back! 

The Colome Staff is excited to see our students back in school. I am eager to start a productive 

and exciting year as we work together to assist each student to develop their full potential.  

This year there are some changes that I would like to highlight in this letter and touch on the 

importance of attendance and an update on where the school board is at with the new building 

project.  

One change that most of you have seen is the new paint on the gym floor.  With this new floor 

comes responsibility to keep it in good condition. As a staff we will be diligent about what shoes 

are worn on the floor. Students must wear a non-marking tennis shoe when using the gym 

floor. I know that having an extra set of shoes is another expense. Please let me know if you 

need school assistance to meet this requirement. 

 We have new backboards in the gymnasium. As they are heavier, a new winch system was 

installed to raise the backboards. The old backboards have been installed on the sides of the 

gym. 

We received a grant from True Value for 30 gallons of paint – thank you True Value.  This 

allowed us to refresh the elementary hallways. You will now see Colome green and white when 

you visit the elementary building. A big thanks to Mrs. Foss for putting in the time over the 

summer to paint.  

Just like every year attendance is at high importance for every student in the district. Children 

need to be at school to learn. Please read the student handbooks online to see what the 

consequences are for tardies and unexcused absences. With that, I know that this is a farming 

and ranching community. Emergencies come up requiring your kids to help out; for this reason, 

a certain number of unexcused absences are allowed each semester. It is important you 

communicate why your child is absent. If your child has a doctor’s appointment, be sure you 

send a doctor’s note. If your student participates in after school activities, they must be in 

school half of the day to partake in the practice or the game that day.  

This year will be our third year implementing Multi-Tiered-Systems of Supports – the MTSS 

Program. The first two years started with the Response to Intervention Program created by the 

Colome Staff. Teachers were trained on how to look at data and use that information to 

evaluate student strengths and areas of need, leading to effective interventions. This program 

began with K-3 and now is transitioning to Middle School. The plan is to involve K-12 by year 

four. Now with the third year of MTSS a new segment is added - Positive Behavior Interventions 

System. This system is again created by the Colome staff and focuses more on what behavioral 

expectations we have in Colome. The slogan that the staff created is: Cowboys and Cowgirls 



CARES. C standing for Cooperative, A standing for Achievement, R standing for Respect, E 

standing for Empower, and S stands for Serve. Concentrating on this slogan focuses students on 

the what it means to be a responsible citizen.  

The last thing I want to update you on is the building project. The other day someone said that 

it has been a year now. It is shocking to think that it has been that long. Currently the school 

board is working with Summit Contracting and Falls Architecture. There has been a couple of 

Public Meetings which have assisted the board with determining what route is best for the 

future of the district. Parton input was heard, resulting in creating a Building Committee with 

community members. This addition has given the board a broader understanding of community 

feelings about the project. There has been a lot of hours spent focusing on building needs and 

how the building will be funded. I commend the board for taking their time and looking at all 

options before moving forward. There was a building analysis completed on the current High 

School Building with recommendations from the contractor and architect. The cost came back 

higher than anticipated for the proposed renovation at 2.2 million. This cost would bring the 

entire building up to standards of a new building. The committee has directed the architect to 

go back to the drawing board on the renovation option focusing on the necessities of safety, 

efficiency and handicap accommodations.  The option of tearing down the High School and 

building new still involves the commons and is in the 4.5 to 5.5-million-dollar range. There are 

some concerns about the cost of dirt work and removal the building. 

In a few weeks the building committee should receive the new renovation drawings. The hope 

is to have the information necessary to hold a Public Meeting in late September.  

Thank you for being a supportive community. The goal is to have a long future for the our 

current Colome families and interest students into coming back and raising their families in 

Colome.  

 

 

Sincerely in Education,  

Ryan Orrock  

Superintendent 


