
Superintendent’s Corner 

 

With the third quarter completed we now move into the final quarter for the 2017-2018 school 

year. It is hard to believe that there are only seven weeks left of school.  I want to give you some 

updates on some of the changes coming up in the 2018-2019 school year and discuss the 

importance of state testing.  

Over the past three years administration was introduced to the block scheduling format. During 

that time we discovered while there certainly were some advantages to having longer class 

periods; we also observed the inconsistencies that come with block scheduling. The ultimate goal 

of the Colome Administration and School Board is to provide a quality education. Therefore, it 

was decided to move to Traditional Scheduling. Making this move will afford students the 

consistence necessary to focus on Core classes and provide more opportunities to take elective 

classes. This modification adds three additional periods. Each period will be 52 minutes long, 

allowing for concentrated instruction that will be both productive and engaging. As with any 

change there will adjustment period for both staff and students. I have complete confidence that 

this shift will lead to greater success for our students.  

With the move to the Traditional Schedule there will also be 22 minutes added on to the end of 

the school day. Students will be dismissed at 3:22 Monday through Friday in 2018-2019. The 

reason for this change is to meet the required number of seat hours for a High School credit. The 

required amount is 146 seat hours for one full credit. Moving to the 3:22 dismissal allows for us 

to be 6 hours over at 152 hours.  

 April becomes very busy with Testing. We will have our in-house assessments along with the 

Smarter Balance Testing. Throughout the year teachers and students have been preparing for the 

state test, including taking practice tests. I want to stress the importance of the Smarter Balance 

Test. At the end of the school year the school will receive a Report Card. In this report the state 

gives schools a classification and lists any schools in the district are not performing at an 

acceptable level.  This can impact not only the standing of our district but if a student is 

designated college or career ready.  Students scoring proficient or advanced at the junior level 

have a great advantage when applying to colleges.  Please make sure your child is rested and that 

they know the seriousness of the Smarter Balanced Test. 

The Colome School now has Crisis Team in place. This team was created to help make an 

effective safety plan, and to assure the Colome and Wood schools are safe. We now have had 

two meetings and are practicing an Active Shooter Drill with just the staff this week. The plan is 

to have the staff understand the procedures well before having the students practice. The Colome 

Consolidated District wants to insure all staff and students and prepared for any eventuality.   

Once again, I want to thank the Colome and Wood community for being supportive of the school 

district. In my years in education, Colome stands above all in having polite and respectful 

students. As always you have a question or just want to express an opinion please call me at the 

school. Let’s have a great finish to the 2017-2018 school year.  

 

 



Ryan Orrock, 

Superintendent 

 


